
The weather is changing, but…Bobcats do not!!  September 27, 2019 
 
 
 
Beneficent Bobcats: 
 
-Note that the weather is changing - keep the little ones warm, generally 45-55 degrees is 
the threshold for the children to wear a light jacket or long sleeves.  But hang on to summer 
as long as you can!! 
 
-Shelter-in-Place - As was sent earlier this week - Camelot had a shelter-in-place earlier in 
the week to assist a student in distress.  There was no danger to staff or students.  A shelter-
in-place simply requires that students and staff remain in their classrooms and continue on 
with instruction until the situation is resolved.  The students and staff were very good in 
understanding and continuing the day. 
 
We did have a person enter our playground area during lunch and after school the same 
day, however, the two events were not related.  The person was referred to law enforcement 
and has been dealt with accordingly. 
 
-The Geography Bee will be taking place at Camelot this year in December, and there will be 
further reminders but please take a look a the attached flyer from Mrs. Henry-James. 
 
-Two reminders that hats and hoods, other than for religious reasons or exceptions(as 
during Homecoming Week) must be removed upon entering our buildings.  Cell Phone 
"watches" may not be accessed during the school day. 
 
-The PTA is a tremendous group to be a part of.  If you wish to be a part, or simply be a 
benefactor, email to CamelotBrookings@gmail.com. 
 
-From our terrific school nurse, Mrs. Jensen - Health screenings(height, weight, vision) will 
take place from September 30 to October 4(all next week).  If your child wears glasses, 
please have them available for the vision test. 
 
-Homecoming week festivities and our musical assembly were not only tremendous events, 
but our students were extraordinary fans and very appreciative.  We want to thank the 
Brookings Arts council and Brookings High School cheer team for the fantastic productions!! 
 
- Assessment is chaos in education.  The attempt to somehow grasp both output and process 
of the human mind presently escapes our technical advances.  The brain still is a mystery of 
power and possibility.  You can imagine then, spending a lifetime, planning all decision 
making and an entire professional existence on evaluation tools that inherently cannot 



contain objective or reliable information.  There are simply too many variables for valid 
inquiry of what a student knows and even shows.  But we try, and it is a noble 
attempt.  Educators are continually caught between the complexity of realistic narrative 
evaluation and efficiency.  It is a true, valuable tension and an elusive worthy 
aspiration.  Hence, standards-based grading - imperfect, but a fine start to providing students, 
staff and parents a relevant window to student growth and development.  With the above 
preface, until we have perhaps mapped the billions of cognitive synapse articulations and 
pathways, we must observe output and judge skill mastery.  A framework of standards, 
associated events that prove mastery, and description of degree of dexterity, provide a richer 
data display than "A" through "F" - perhaps the lamest of all possible appraisals of 
learning.  Here's hoping standards-based is a first step to authenticity of detection, driving 
appropriate instruction, to the reach for the highest potential.  Assessment is and should be 
messy, should be chaos, but most imperative must be honestly informative.   Celebrate 
Brookings School District taking a courageous step forward in providing that inefficient but 
integral component to our students' lives with standards-based grading as an initial guide. 
 
  Loyal subject and servant to Camelot and the Brookings Community - Kevin 
 

"Do the right thing, because it is the right thing to do." 
 


